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CHAP, narrow escape from shipwreck, owing to the haze being
. umam ^. very thick and the pilots slightly out of their reckonings.
A.D. They, however, proceeded onwards with great caution, and
1507, having arrived near Ras-el-Had, they saw three Moorish
fishing-boats, which they chased but did not capture. The
fleet then anchored off Ras-el-Had, in which port they
found thirty or forty fishing-ships from Ormuz, Kalhat,
and other places on the coast; these they burnt. They
then set sail again, and on the way burnt some zambucos
they found in a river. Proceeding onwards, they cast
anchor opposite the city of Kalhat, which lies between
Ras-el-Had and Muscat. At this time Kalhat was an im-
portant centre of trade, and a great entrepot of shipping
from India; it was a dependency of the King of Ormuz,
The chief people expressed themselves friendly to the
Portuguese, and permitted them to purchase provisions
for the fleet; they also expressed their willingness to
become tributary to Portugal, even should the King of I
Ormuz refuse to do so himself. Here Albuquerque took
in supplies for his fleet, all of which he insisted upon pay-
ing for, although they were offered by the gazil as a free
gift. Discovering a ship of Aden in the port, he ordered
it to be seized, but at the request of the gazil, or
governor., he permitted it afterwards to be ransomed.
Leaving here on the 22nd August, the fleet proceeded,
keeping in sight of land, past Icce, until they came to
Kuriyat, where they cast anchor some little distance from
the shore, After a consultation with his captains, Albu-
querque determined to destroy this place. The Moors
here refused to hold any communications with the Portu-
guese, and greeted their approach to the shore with
hostile gestures. They had already erected a stockade in
front of the place, which was fully manned with archers,
and provided with four large mortars ; and lower down
was another stockade, in form like a bastion. Seeing all
these prepar tions for defence, Albuquerque ordered the
falconets th , were in his boat to be fired on them, and